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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Keynsham  and  Frome 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  prevalence  of  the  acute  infectious  diseases  in  this  area 
during  the  year  has  shown  no  marked  deviation  from  the  satis- 
factory experience  of  recent  years.  The  occurrence  of  the  largest 
epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  ever  known  in  this  country  caused 
a considerable  amount  of  anxiety  but,  fortunately,  notifications 
received  in  this  district  were  comparatively  few  and  the  cases  which 
did  occur  were  relatively  mild. 

It  is  with  some  satisfaction  that  one  is  able  to  report  that  no 
case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  any  part  of  the  area  during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  was  raised  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  but 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  birth  rate  and  a decrease  in  the  infantile 
mortality  rate. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  council  and  staff  members 
who  continue  to  give  me  the  friendly  criticism  and  co-operation 
which  I find  so  helpful  in  carrying  out  my  work. 


August,  1948. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  G.  H.  Denham. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  showed  a decrease,  21  being 
notified  as  against  36  for  last  year,  of  these  11  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 


MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  these  diseases  reached  epidemic 
proportions  in  most  parts  of  the  area,  507  cases  of  measles  were 
notified  against  30  for  last  year  and  179  cases  of  whooping  cough 
as  against  62  for  last  year.  Seven  cases  of  measles  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  There  was  one  death  from  whooping  cough. 


PNEUMONIA 

Twelve  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  compared  with  32 
cases  last  year,  of  which  3 were  fatal  compared  with  7 last  year. 


DIPHTHERIA 

The  practice  of  prophylactic  inoculation  against  diphtheria 
commenced  about  10  years  ago  in  the  County  now  appears  to  have 
completely  justified  itself  as,  for  the  first  year  since  it  was  begun, 
no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified.  To  safeguard  this  satisfactory 
position  it  is  very  necessary  to  continue  actively  to  maintain  the 
immunisation  figures  for  children  of  both  school  and  under  school 
age  at  their  present  levels.  It  has  been  the  experience  that,  where 
laxity  and  complacency  have  allowed  the  number  of  children 
immunised  to  fall  below  the  safety  margin,  diphtheria  has  returned. 
Diphtheria  immunisation  is  still  available  throughout  the  area  as 
follows  : 

Bathavon  area  : Health  Dept.,  30  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath, 
on  Saturday  mornings. 

Keynsham  area  : Social  Service  Hut,  Avon  Road,  Keynsham, 
last  two  Wednesdays  in  the  month  from  2.0  till  3.45  p.m. 

Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural  areas : Frome  Clinic, 

Wednesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 

A stock  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  still  held  at  each  of  the 
Council  offices  in  the  area  to  serve  the  needs  of  practitioners  during 
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the  day.  Out  of  office  hours,  that  is  between  the  hours  of  5 p.m. 
and  9.0  a.m.,  the  serum  can  be  obtained  from  the  following  premises  : 

Bath  City  Police  Station  for  the  Bathavon  area. 

Keynsham  P.A.  Institution  for  the  Keynsham  area. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Frome,  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Rural  areas. 


ERYSIPELAS 

Five  notifications  of  erysipelas  were  received,  the  same  number 
as  last  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  again  gave  little  cause 
for  satisfaction  as  the  numbers  showed  a slight  increase  on  last 
years’  figures.  56  pulmonary  and  9 non-pulmonary  cases  were 
notified  compared  with  55  pulmonary  and  7 non-pulmonary  for  the 
previous  year. 


ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

A severe  epidemic  of  this  disease,  probably  the  worst  the 
country  has  ever  known,  swept  over  most  districts  during  the  height 
of  the  summer,  reaching  its  peak  in  October.  The  incidence  of  the 
disease  in  this  area  was  fortunately  comparatively  slight  as  only 
10  notifications  were  received  during  the  whole  period.  Most  of 
these  were  of  a mild  type  and  the  mortality  was  nil. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified,  the  same 
number  as  last  year. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

No  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the 
year  compared  with  5 for  the  previous  year. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  ^ 

The  following  Table  shows  the  comparative  birth  rates,  death 
rates  and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for 
the  years  1942-47  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  areal  comparability  factors  are  still  in  suspension  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  death  rates  shown  in  the  statistics  for 
the  years  1942-47  are  therefore  the  recorded  rates  only. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1942  

1942  

16  -4 
15  -8 

11  -7 
11  -6 

29  -6 
49  0 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1943  

1943  

18  -6 
16  -5 

11  -4 

12  1 

29  -4 
49  0 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1944  

1944  

17-7 
17  -6 

11  -5 
11  -6 

29  -9 
46  -0 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1945  

1945  

17  -3 
16  1 

12  -4 
11  -4 

42  -70 
46  -0 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1946  

1946  

18-0 

19-1 

12  -3 
11  -5 

39  -0 
43  -0 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1947  

1947  

19  -1 

20  -5 

13  -2 
12  0 

31  -9 
41  0 

The  birth  rate  shows  an  increase  of  1 -07  on  last  year’s  rate  and 
the  death  rate  an  increase  of  0 -94.  The  infantile  mortality  rate,  one 
of  the  most  sensitive  indices  of  the  health  conditions  of  a community 
is  down  by  7 -08  on  last  year’s  figures.  Compared  with  England  and 
Wales  the  birth  rate  is  1 -38  lower,  t^e  death  rate  1 -28  higher  and 
to  compensate  for  these  slightly  adverse  figures  the  infantile  mort- 
ality rate  is  9 -02  less  than  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1947  20,430 

Area  of  the  District 42,083  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books,  1947  6,303 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  3 -08 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ^^451 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1947  £111,025 


Chairman  of  the  Council  ....  Major  G.  St.  J.  Strutt,  C.B.E., 

J.P.  . 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 

and  Highway  Committee  ....  R.  W.  Tucker,  Esq. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ....  C.  C.  Axford,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.T. 

Health  Department  Clerk  ....  Miss  Tennant 

Council  Offices  : 

30-32  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 
Health  Dept. : Bath  5391/5 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers. 

total  430. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

209 

199 

408 

Illegitimate 

\ 

12 

10 

22 

221 

209 

430 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population. 


mid  1947  ....  

21 

•47 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .... 

16 

•02- 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population 

13 

•66 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  

27 

•91 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  .... 

24 

•51 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

90 

•91 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

,,  ,,  Other  puerperal  causes  ....  

Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages) 

45 

„ ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ' 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  .... 

Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  279,  129  males  and  150  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— - 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

4' 

3 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

Measles 

— 



— 

Acute  poliom3^elitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  ....  ...: 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

3 

— 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .... 

4 

7 

11 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

8 

8 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

12 

11 

23 

Diabetes 

1 

$ 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .... 

12 

19 

31 

Heart  disease 

41 

52 

93 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  s^^stem  .... 

4 

2 

6 

Bronchitis 

5 

8 

13 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

11 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

5 

1 

6 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— • 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  

— 

5 

5 

Nephritis 

4 

7 

11 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

3 

4 

7 

Suicide  

2 • 

1 

3 

Road  traffic  accidents  

3 

1 

4 

Other  violent  causes  

3 

3 

6 

All  other  causes  

8 

11 

19 

129 

150 

279 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  12  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  8 males 
and  4 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  6 1 — 4 weeks  ....  1 

1 — 6 months  ....  1 6—12  months  ....  4 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  







Scarlet  Fever 

12 

8 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ....  

80 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

51 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— • 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

— 

. 151 

13 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-six  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified, 
13  male  and  13  female.  Five  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 


were  notified,  3 male  and  2 female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  ....  26  7 

Non-respiratory  ....  ....  5 1 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  its  good  work  under  the  chairmanship  of  Miss  Date. 


10 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Details  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  parishes  are  given 
hereunder  : — 


Parish 

Approx. 

Pop. 

No.  of 
houses 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  water 
laid  on 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  stand 
pipes 

By  whom 
supplied 

Bathampton 

1100 

293 

97% 

1% 

R.D.C. and 
Bath  Corp. 

Chlor. 

Batheaston 

2290 

620 

97% 

— 

Bath  Corp. 

n 

Bathford 

980 

318 

91% 

9% 

R.D.C. 

t > 

Camerton 

— 

563 

60% 

38% 

R.D.C. 

Charlcombe 

333 

93 

47% 

— 

Bath  Corp. 

>i 

Claverton 

520 

146 

81% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 
and  Estate 
Supply 

ft 

Compton 

Dando 

526 

140 

20% 

4% 

Private 

Unchlor. 

Combe  Hay 

170 

41 

7% 

— 

i t 

• • 

Corston 

408 

107 

18% 

72% 

Part  West 
Glos.  Water 
Co.  part 
private 

Part 

chlor. 

part 

unchlor. 

Dunkerton 

769 

186 

44% 

17% 

R.D.C. 

Chlor. 

English- 

combe 

390 

106 

37% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 
and  private 

1 1 

Freshford 

554 

196 

86% 

15% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 

t f 
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Parish 

Approx. 

Pop. 

No.  of 
houses 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  water 
laid  on 

Percentage 
of  houses 
with  stand 
pipes 

By  whom 
supplied 

Hinton 

Charterhouse 

445 

143 

72% 

11% 

R.D.C. , 

Chlor. 

Kelston 

181 

48 

87% 

— 

Private 

Unchlor. 

Marksbury 

310 

89 

9% 

51% 

R.D.C. 

Chlor. 

Monkton 

Combe 

2410 

618 

97% 

Part  Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 
part  priv. 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Newton  St. 
Loe 

290 

76 

19% 

14% 

Private 

Unchlor. 

• 

Northstoke 

125 

31 

38% 

61% 

Part  R.D.C. 
part  priv. 

i > 

Priston 

225 

59 

9% 

76% 

Priston 
Water 
Supply  Co. 

} f 

Southstoke 

490 

148 

91% 

5% 

Combe 
Down 
Water  Co. 

Chlor. 

St.  Catherine 

122 

31 

38% 

— 

Bath  Corp. 

Chlor. 

Swainswick 

1050 

287 

94% 

R.D.C.  and 
Bath  Corp. 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Wellow 

2210 

539 

82% 

10% 

R.D.C. 

Part 
chlor. 
and  part 
unchlor. 

Weston 

2100 

554 

96% 

4% 

Bath  Corp. 

Chlor. 

Whitchurch 

2340 

622 

97% 

— 

West  Glos. 
Water  Co. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  villages  of  Wellow,  Corston,  Newton 
St.  Loe  and  Bathford  the  whole  of  the  area  received  an  uninterrupted 
supply  throughout  the  year.  In  the  case  of  Wellow,  water  was 
restricted  during  the  drought  period  to  three  or  four  hours  per  day. 
At  Corston  and  Newton  St.  Loe  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
West  Gloucester  Water  Co.  for  the  fixing  of  stand  pipes  in  each 
village  for  the  duration  of  the  drought. 

The  supply  to  the  Peasedown  St.  John  scheme,  which  serves 
the  parishes  of  Camerton,  Wellow  and  Dunkerton,  was  only  just 
sufficient  to  avoid  having  to  give  an  interrupted  supply. 

In  the  case  of  Bathford  the  supply  was  curtailed  at  night  for 
three  weeks  only. 

Water  mains  were  extended  by  the  West  Gloucester  Water 
Company  at  the  request  of  the  Council  to  supply  the  village  of 
Queen  Charlton  and  the  Training  College  at  Newton  Park.  These 
mains  will  also  supply  the  villages  of  Corston  and  Newton  St.  Loe 
when  the  major  scheme  referred  to  below  has  been  completed. 

The  Bath  Corporation,  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company 
and  the  district  council  have  extended  mains  to  supply  various  new 
housing  sites. 

Future  Schemes 

1.  The  Peasedown  St.  John  supplementary  water  scheme  which 
will  serve  the  parishes  of  Camerton,  Combe  Hay,  Dunkerton 
and  Wellow.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  scheme  is  well  in 
hand. 

2.  Extension  of  the  Peasedown  St.  John  supply  to  serve 
Priston.  This  scheme  is  now  about  to  be  accepted. 

3.  Extension  of  the  Bath  Corporation  mains  to  serve  Charl- 
combe.  This  scheme  has  now  been  completed. 

4.  Extension  of  the  Bath  Corporation  mains  to  serve  Fosse 
Lane,  Batheaston.  This  scheme  is  now  completed. 

5.  Scheme  proposed  by  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company 
at  the  request  of  the  district  council  to  supply  the  villages 
of  Northstoke,  Kelston,  Newton  St.  Loe,  Corston,  Burnett 
and  Compton  Dando.  This  has  received  the  consent  of  the 
Minister  and  will  be  put  in  hand  as  labour  and  materials 
become  available. 

6.  Extension  of  the  Peasedown  St.  John  supply  to  serve  the 
Wick  Lane  area  of  Camerton.  This  work  has  now  been 
completed. 

7.  Connection  of  the  mains  of  the  Peasedown  St.  John  supply 
at  Tunley  and  Bath  Road,  Peasedown  to  form  a ring  main 
and  to  include  a supply  to  Dunkerton  village. 

8.  The  ram  and  delivery  pipes  supplying  the  hamlet  of  Tadwick 
are  now  becoming  worn  out  and  it  is  proposed  to  obtain 
water  in  bulk  for  the  hamlet  from  the  Bath  Corporation  via 
the  Charmy  Down  high  level  mains. 
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Water  is  required  at  Horsley  Hill,  Whitchurch  where  a number 
of  houses,  dependent  upon  private’ sources,  run  short  in  the  summer 
months.  Technical  difficulties  have,  so  far,  prevented  the  West 
Gloucester  Water  Company  from  extending  their  mains. 

With  the  exception  of  the  supply  to  Wellow  village,  for  which 
a new  supply  is  in  hand,  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  both  by 
the  Council  and  the  various  undertakers  remained  generally 
satisfactory  as  shown  by  the  43  samples  analysed. 

The  water  throughout  the  district  is  invariably  hard  and  we 
are  therefore  not  troubled  with  plumbo-solvent  action. 

SEWERAGE 

The  Avon  valley  sewers  serving  the  parishes  of  Monkton  Combe, 
Claverton,  Bathford,  Batheaston  and  Bathampton,  together  with 
the  low  level  pumping  plant  at  Batheaston,  continued  to  give 
complete  satisfaction. 


Future  Proposals 

In  connection  with  the  post-war  housing  programme  a scheme 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  the  laying  of  a sewer  in 
Peasedown  to  drain  two  housing  sites  and  for  the  construction  of  a 
temporary  disposal  works  in  the  parish  of  Camerton.  These  sewers 
form  part  of  a larger  sewerage  scheme  which  also  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  for  the  sewering  of  Wellow,  Shoscombe, 
Peasedown,  Camerton,  Tunley  and  Dunkerton  and  involves  the 
construction  of  permanent  sewage  disposal  plants  at  Wellow  and 
Dunkerton. 

The  Council  are  also  reviving  a scheme  prepared  before  the  war 
for  sewering  the  London  Road  area  of  Bathford. 

The  scheme  for  the  sewering  at  Freshford  is  before  the  Minister 
but  as  yet  has  not  been  sanctioned. 

A storm,  water  sewer  has  been  constructed  at  Upper  Weston  in 
connection  with  the  development  of  housing  sites. 


MILK 

(1)  Number  of  registered  dairy  farms  265 

(2)  Number  of  retailers  78 

(3)  Number  of  producer-retailers  included  in  (2)  above  59 

(4)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants  1 

(5)  Number  of  licences  to  retail  tuberculin-tested  milk  5 

(6)  Number  of  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  ....  2 


General  cleanliness  and  routine  whitewashing  were  well  main- 
tained except  at  three  farms  where  informal  action  was  necessary 
to  remind  producers  of  the  regulations. 
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HOUSING 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in 
course  of 
erection 

Conversion  to 
flats  or 
dwellings 

Perm.  Temp. 

Perm.  Temp. 

Local  authority 

102  — 

90 

47 

12  dwellings 
21  flats 

Private  enterprise 

23  — 

6 — 

1 dwelling 
17  flats 

Totals 

125  — 

96 

47 

51 

In  addition  to  the  above  Table  some  205  families  have  been 
housed  in  hutted  camps  taken  over  by  the  Council  and  adapted  for 
temporary  housing  accommodation. 

Inspections  and  recording  under  the  rural  housing  survey-  was 
continued  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  following 
houses  were  recorded  and  categorised  : — 


Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  .... 
These  houses  were  categorised  as  follows 

1743 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

68 

Having  minor  defects 
To  be  dealt  with  under  Sec. 

9 of  the  Housing 

309 

Act  .... 

1219 

For  action  under  Sec.  11 

147 

INDUSTRIES 

The  main  industries  existing  in  the  dictrict  are  : — 

Coal  mining 

Stone  quarrying 

Paper  making 

Lime  kilns 

Plasticine  making 

Fullers  earth 

Joinery  works 
Agriculture 

Rubber  industry 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


1.  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 
4 and  6 of  Factories  Act  1937 

No.  on 
Register 

/ nspections 

Written 

Notices 

are  enforced 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 

33 

47 

5 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 
3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 

12 

16 

4 

enforced  .... 

1 

— 

— 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Inadequate  ventilation  .... 
Sanitary  conveniences  : — 
Insufficient 
Defective 


Defects  Remedied 
4 4 

1 1 


1 1 

3 3 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  respect  of  the 
eight  outworkers  premises. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  not  in  use  owing  tq 
the  Government  scheme  of  centralised  slaughtering.  Meat  in- 
spection is  therefore  confined  to  animals  slaughtered  privately 
under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  at  shops  and  stores. 
During  these  inspections  the  following  foods  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

278  lbs.  of  meat 
27  tins  of  Meat  Products 
53  ,,  ,,  Fish 

49  „ „ Milk 

17  ,,  ,,  Vegetables 

32  lbs.  „ Bread 
12  tins  „ Fruit 
* 5 stone  of  Fish 

Routine  inspection  of  the  bakehouses  and  other  premises  used 
for  the  preparation  of  food  were  made  by  the  inspectors. 

ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  : 

{a)  Manufacture  ; 2. 

{b)  Sale  only  ; 6. 

Routine  samples  are  taken  by  the  inspectors.  One  manu- 
facturer fell  below  the  required  standard  at  the  commencement  of 
the  season  but  following  investigations  of  his  methods  and  advice 
by  the  inspectors  subsequent  samples  showed  a marked  improvement 
and  were  satisfactory  by  the  end  of  the  season. 

CAMPING  SITES 

Twelve  licences  to  station  and  use  individual  moveable  dwellings 
and  four  licences  authorising  land  to  be  used  as  camping  sites  were 
granted  under  Sec.  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  licences  are  renewable  every  six  months  when  the  con- 
ditions existing  at  each  dwelling  or  site  are  examined  before  the 
renewals  are  issued. 


16 


RATS  AND  MICE 

The  rat  destruction  campaign  was  continued  by  our  rodent 
officer.  The  block  control  method  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  is 
now  being  carried  out.  Each  village  or  hamlet  will  be  visited  in 
turn  and  thoroughly  surveyed.  Notices  will  be  posted  in  the 
villages  during  these  visits  asking  the  residents  to  co-operate  by 
informing  the  department  of  the  presence  of  rats.  The  infestations 
will  then  be  dealt  with  collectively.  The  Council  has  decided  that 
no  charge  shall  be  made  to  occupiers  of  private  residences  for  any 
operations  carried  out  on  their  premises. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewers  received  routine  treatment. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  use  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  or  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  district. 


B 


17 


KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  for  1947  7,307 

Area  of  the  District  4,170  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  2,185 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3 -34 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ^^228 

Rateable  Value  ^^55,637 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Sanitary  Inspector  


E.  A.  Cannock,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Mrs.  M.  Hickling,  B.A. 

D.  F.  G.  Lockyear, 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 


Council  Offices  : Keynsham. 

Telephone : Keynsham  2291  /3. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  129. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

74 

54 

128 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 

74  55  129 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1947  17-65 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  22-73 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population  11  -22 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  38  -76 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  39  -06 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

„ „ Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

„ „ Cancer  (all  ages)  15 

,,  „ Measles  (aU  ages)  Nil 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

„ „ Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  82,  36  males  and  46  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  aU  other  sites  

8 

2 

10 

Diabetes ....  

— 

— 

« 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

2 

17 

19 

Heart  disease  ....  

11 

12 

23 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  

— 

1 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis 

— 

3 

3 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  cau.ses  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

2 

— 

2 

Suicide  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  causes 

2 

2 

4 

36 

46 

82 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  5 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  4 males 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  1 1 — 4 weeks  ....  2 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  







Scarlet  Fever  

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

_ 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

133 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

81 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

219 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Eleven  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  8 male 
and  3 female.  Two  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 


one  male  and  one  female. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Respiratory  

11 

1 

N on -respiratory 

2 

— 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

On  Saturday,  1st  September,  1947,  a change  of  administration 
took  place  at  the  Nursery.  The  County  Education  Committee  took 
over  the  care  of  the  children  aged  2-5  years  with  Mrs.  Hofman  in 
charge.  Mrs.  Rimmington  continued  to  have  the  care  of  the  children 
under  2 years  of  age.  Premises  to  accommodate  the  creche  children 
were  acquired  by  the  County  Council  and  it  is  no  doubt  intended 
that  these  shall  eventually  be  enlarged  and  adapted  to  house  other 
county  health  services. 

Many  cases  of  whooping  cough,  which  was  epidemic  during 
the  year,  occurred  among  the  children.  The  health  otherwise  was 
satisfactory'  and  all  gained  steadily  in  weight.  The  average  daily 
attendance  of  the  2-5  year’s  group  was  38  and  of  those  under  2 
years  11. 

KEYNSHAM  WELFARE  CENTRE 

This  Centre  together  with  the  Weighing  Centre  at  Saltford  has 
continued  its  excellent  work  for  the  mothers  and  babies  of  the 
district  during  the  year. 

There  will  doubtless  always  be  a great  need  for  the  type  of 
voluntary  service  given  so  willingly  by  Mrs.  Sharman  and  her  group 
of  helpers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  satisfactory  results  which  they 
must  now  feel  they  have  achieved  will  provide  sufficient  incentive 
for  them  to  continue  the  work  no  matter  what  changes  are  likely  in 
the  health  services  of  the  future. 

The  following  are  the  figures  showing  the  work  done  during 


the  year : 

Keynsham 

Saltford 

Total 

Totals  on  the  Register  at  the  be- 

ginning  of  the  year 

....  378 

40 

418 

Totals  on  the  Register  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

....  388 

47 

435 

The  attendances  for  the 

year  were  as  follows  : — 

Keynsham 

Saltford 

Total 

January  .... 

....  141 

1 

148 

February  .... 

82 

4 

86 

March 

91 

4 

95 

April 

....  102 

4 

106 

May  

....  136 

3 

139 

June  

....  123 

9 

132 

July  

....  144 

9 

153 

August  (closed  for  2 weeks) 

67 

5 

72 

September 

....  128 

8 

136 

October 

....  150 

9 

159 

November 

....  126 

15 

141 

December  

....  119 

7 

126 

1411 

82 

1493 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1947 


RAINFALL 


Month 

Somerdale  Station 
{Total  depth  in  inches) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
24  hours 

Date 

January  

1 -84 

0-23 

10th 

February  

1 -13 

0-42 

8th 

March  

5 -13 

0-70 

12th 

April  

2-33 

0-79 

5th 

May  

2-89 

0-43 

17th 

June  

1 -36 

0-26 

14th  &27th 

July  

2-86 

0-58 

8th 

August  

0-93 

0-66 

3rd 

September 

1 -56 

0-52 

12th 

October  

0-39 

0-15 

21st 

November  .... 

2-05 

0-36 

18th 

December  .... 

2-55 

0-54 

26th 

Total  

25  -02 

— 

SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  public  sewers  serve  the  majority  of  properties  in  the  area 
and  convey  the  greater  part  of  the  sewage  to  the  disposal  works  at 
Unity  Road. 

These  works  continue  to  treat  satisfactorily  a far  greater  flow 
than  that  for  which  they  were  designed,  but  difficulties  from  storm 
water  and  the  drying  and  disposal  of  sludge  have  arisen.  A few 
outlying  properties  are  drained  to  cesspools  but  little  nuisance  has 
been  caused. 

Domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  the  whole  of 
the  area  by  the  Council’s  employees.  It  is  taken  to  the  Stidham 
Gravel  Pit,  sorted  for  material  of  value  as  salvage  and  the  re- 
mainder disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  This  site  is  nearing  the 
end  of  its  life  as  a disposal  area  and  alternatives  have  been 
considered. 

HOUSING 

The  necessity  for  concentrating  available  building  labour  on 
the  construction  of  new  houses  and  other  essential  work,  with  the 
consequent  restrictions  of  repair  work,  has  seriously  affected  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  general  housing  standards.  In 
addition  the  acute  housing  shortage  has  prevented  the  clearance  of 
much  sub-standard  property  which  is  almost  beyond  repair. 


24 


During  the  year  25  informal  notices  were  issued  but  no  statutory 
notices  were  necessary. 

Over  300  licences  have  been  issued  for  repairs  etc.,  and  6 for 
the  construction  of  new  houses  by  private  enterprise.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  licences  for  10  houses  were  in  operation  and  12  houses  had 
been  completed  during-  the  year. 

The  severe  weather  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  hindered 
the  construction  of  the  Council’s  houses  but  15  houses  were  com- 
pleted and  a further  106  were  in  various  stages  of  construction  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Sites  for  a further  112  houses  were  available  on 
the  estate  waiting  Ministerial  sanction  to  proceed. 

The  total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  was  733  and 
of  these  it  was  found  that  approximately  90  were  living  in  over- 
crowded conditions  and  a further  250  in  unsatisfactory  conditions, 
e.g.  two  or  more  families  living  in  the  same  house. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  at  dairies 
and  cowsheds  in  the  area  and  the  general  standard  has  been  well 
maintained. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  premises  : — 

(1)  Number  of  registered  dairy  farms  ....  22 


(2)  „ 

,,  retailers 

6 

(3)  „ 

,,  producer-retailers  in  (2)  .... 

3 

(4)  „ 

,,  licensed  pasteurising  plants 

1 

Five  of  the  premises  in  (1)  above  are  licensed  by  the  Somerset 
County  Council  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

In  addition  the  District  Council  have  issued  : — 

(1)  Licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  ....  1 

(2)  „ „ „ T.T.  milk  1 

(3)  ,,  ,,  bottle  and  retail  T.T.  milk  2 

The  sampling  of  all  designated  milk  except  pasteurised  is  carried 
out  by  County  Council  Officers.  30  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were 
taken  by  your  officers  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Taunton,  for  examination.  Six  of  these  samples  were  un- 
satisfactory and  3 of  the  failures  were  milk  produced  in  other 
districts. 

Bakehouses 

The  six  bakehouses  in  the  area  were  satisfactorily  maintained. 
One  informal  notice  concerning  limewashing  was  issued  and  complied 
with. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  remained 
unused  owing  to  the  continuance  of  centralised  slaughtering  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food  but  carcases  of  7 pigs  slaughtered  under 
licence  were  examined.  One  of  these  was  found  to  be  affected  with 
tuberculosis  and  unfit  for  food. 

Twenty-two  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drug 
Act,  1938,  for  the  preparation  of  food.  Periodical  inspection  found 
them  well  maintained,  but  largely  unused  owing  to  the  continuation 
of  rationing. 

The  following  foods  were  surrendered,  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption 

180  lbs.  imported  meat 
30  lbs.  home-killed  meat 
93  lbs.  tinned  meat  and  meat  products 
67  tins  fish  and  fish  products 
155  tins  fruit  and  vegetables 
380  lbs.  dried  fruit  and  vegetables 
293  tins  milk  • 

20  lbs.  cereals 
20  lbs.  jam  and  syrup 
8 lbs.  butter 

7 lbs.  miscellaneous  foods 

Ice  Cream 

No.  of  premises  registered  : — 

(a)  for  manufacture  : 1. 

(b)  for  sale  : 10. 

Periodical  inspection  of  the  above  premises  found  them 
satisfactorily  maintained  but  owing  to  the  continued  shortage  of 
raw  materials  several  were  unused  for  ice  cream. 

The  introduction  of  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regula- 
tions, 1947,  was  found  very  helpful  and  of  4 samples  taken  only  1 
was  classed  in  Provisional  Grade  IV. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

The  campaign  against  rodents  was  sustained  throughout  the 
year  and  the  work  of  the  Operator  was  very  successful.  A test 
on  the  sewers  of  the  area  revealed  negligible  infestation  and  other 
Council  properties  were  kept  comparatively  free. 

No  major  infestation  on  private  property  was  found  and  the 
position  generally  was  very  satisfactory. 
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WATER 


1.  The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  within  the  area  of  supply 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  and  with  the 
exception  of  about  a dozen  scattered  houses  and  farms  all 
domestic  supplies  are  obtained  from  this  source.  Quality  and 
quantity  have  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  water  is 
hard. 

2.  As  the  source  of  supply  is  some  distance  from  the  area  of  the 
Urban  District,  no  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  raw  water 
from  samples  collected  by  your  officers.  Bacteriological 
analyses  of  the  water  are  made  quarterly  and  all  have  proved 
satisfactory. 

Chemical  analyses  have  also  been  made  and  these  show 
that  the  water  is  hard  with  up  to  24  parts  per  100,000  and 
slightly  alkaline  with  8 parts  per  100,000  of  sodium  bicarbonate. 

3.  As  the  water  is  hard,  no  trouble  has  been  experienced  with 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  No  contamination  has  occurred. 

5.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  area  have  piped 

supply  direct  from  the  public  mains  ; there  are  no  stand-pipes. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  following  aU  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  Two  premises  infested  with  vermin  were  successfully 
treated. 


INDUSTRY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  main  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  chocolate,  cocoa, 
paper  and  envelopes,  soap,  chemicals  and  paint,  and  also  agriculture. 
Several  small  firms  have  acquired  existing  premises  in  the  area  and 
converted  them  to  factories  and  in  one  or  two  cases  modifications 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  were 
found  necessary.  A fair  proportion  of  the  population  was  engaged 
in  local  industries  and  there  was  no  unemployment. 


PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


27 


Premises 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 


N umber  Number  of 

on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


8 14 


34  54 


8 20 

50  m 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  Number  of 


found 

cases  in  which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

were 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3)  ...  ...  — 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4)  ...  ...  2 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ...  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

[a)  insufficient  ...  5 

(5)  unsuitable  or  de- 
fective ...  ...  6 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes  ...  ...  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 

cluding offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork)  — 


4 


2 


3 

2 


1 


Total 17  11  — 1 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1947  10,710 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,146 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-4 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £265 

Rateable  Value  ,^66,114 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  

Sanitary  Inspector  

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2348 


H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 

H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 

H.  H.  Dickinson,  M.R.S.I., 
A.M.I.S.E.,  M.S.I.A. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  193. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  92  86  178 

Illegitimate  8 7 15 


100  93  193 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ....  5 1 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 

5 16 


Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1947  18-02 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  30  -15 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  16  -25 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  25  -91 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  28-09 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

„ „ Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

„ ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  20 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  Nil 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  174,  81  males  and  93  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  ; — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

. — 

1 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .r.. 

4 

3 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

8 

6 

14 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .... 

9 

13 

22 

Heart  disease  

29 

40 

69 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis  ....  

5 

3 

8 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1' 

2 

3 

Nephritis....  

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  .... 

2 

2 

4 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  causes 

11 

8 

19 

81 

93 

174 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  5 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  3 males 
and  2 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  3 1 — 4 weeks  ....  2 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  ....  

Scarlet  Fever  

6 

2 

— 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ....  

178 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

30 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

3 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

321 

4 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twelve  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  6 male 

and  6 female.  No 
notified. 

cases  of  non-pulmonary 

tuberculosis  were 

Total  Cases 

Total 

notified 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

12 

7 

Non-respiratory 

Nil 

Nil 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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FROME  DAY  NURSERY 


The  daj’  nursery  has  continued  to  function  in  the  same  building 
as  it  has  not  been  possible  to  find  alternative  accommodation. 
Another  successful  year’s  working  can  be  claimed  despite  difficulties 
experienced  during  the  year.  One  of  these  was  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Sheahan  who  has  done  such  good  work  for  some  years  past. 
The  duties  of  Warden  are  now  in  the  capable  hands  of  Miss  Pittaway. 

The  health  of  the  children  remained  satisfactory  and  the  only 
cases  of  infectious  disease  which  occurred  were  three  cases  of 
whooping  cough. 

The  nursery  was  open  for  257  days,  the  total  number  of  attend- 
ances being  5,210.  The  average  attendance  per  session  was  20  and 
the  highest  on  any  one  day  was  29. 


FROME  WELFARE  CENTRE 

It  appeared  likely  during  the  year  that  this  centre  together 
with  the  various  other  county  services  would  be  transferred  to  more 
suitable  premises.  This,  unfortunately,  has  not  taken  place  and  the 
most  likely  prospect  now  is  that  the  present  building  will  continue 
to  be  used  for  some  considerable  time.  The  continued  popularity  of 
the  centre  is  the  best  tribute  that  can  be  paid  to  the  doctor,  nurses 
and  voluntary  workers  for  their  unfailing  interest  in  this  highly 
important  work. 

The  immunisation  of  the  babies  against  diphtheria  is  now  done 
at  the  chnic  by  their  own  private  doctors  and  sessions  for  this 
purpose  were  arranged  periodically  by  the  district  nurse. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


January  ....  ....  207 

February  ....  ....  46 

March  ....  ....  ....  114 

April  203 

May  233 

June  209 

July  275 

August  303 

September  ....  ....  227 

October  ....  ....  258 

November  199 

December  213 


2487 

Attendances  for  the  year  1946  ....  ....  1779 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  the  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satis- 
factory both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Ten  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  Frome  Urban 
District  Council  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  was  reported  to  be 
nil  in  respect  of  seven,  3 in  respect  of  two  and  20  in  respect  of  one 
sample. 

HOUSING  AND  NUISANCES 

(i)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

During  the  year  243  complaints  in  regard  to  nuisances  and 
general  sanitation  were  received  and  dealt  with.  As  a result  of 
these  and  of  routine  work  the  number  of  visits  made  and  notices 
served  are  indicated  below. 


Number  of  visits. 

General  sanitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  577 

Housing  ' ....  308 

Notices  served  and  complied  with. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ....  144 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  77 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ....  43 


Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  30 

It  was  found  necessary  to  make  application  to  the  Magistrates’ 
Court  for  Nuisance  Orders  upon  non-compliance  with  the  Council’s 
statutory  Abatement  Notices  in  15  cases.  Nuisance  Orders  were 
made  in  3 cases.  10  cases  were  adjourned  pending  completion  of 
the  work.  Penalties  or  costs  were  imposed  in  respect  of  14  cases. 

(ii)  Common  Lodging-Houses 

No  infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  found  in  respect  of  the  two  common  lodging-houses. 

(hi)  Housing  Applicants 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  registered  applicants  for 
housing  accommodation  was  624.  Of  this  number  10  were  living 
in  dwellings  already  subject  to  demolition  orders,  and  most  of  the 
remainder  in  sub-standard  dwellings. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Scheme  for  dealing  with  infestations  by  rats  and  mice, 
carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  in  conjunction  with  other  Schemes 
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throughout  the  County  in  accordance  with  Circular  N.S.12,  com- 
menced on  the  14th  October,  1946,  was  completed  on  the  30th 
September,  1947.  For  the  purposes  of  the  Scheme  the  District  was 
divided  into  ten  areas,  each  area  being  surveyed,  test  baited,  pre- 
baited, poison-baited  and  post-baited.  The  following  is  a record  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  the  period  : — 


Total  number  of  premises  surve5^ed  ....  ....  ....  2,635 

Business  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  512 

Dwelling  houses  2,123 

Total  number  of  business  premises  infested 145 

Rat  infestations  68 

Mice  infestations  77 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  infested  498 

Rat  infestations  83 

Mice  infestations  ....  i 415 

Total  rate  of  Rodent  Infestation  throughout  the  Frome  Urban 
District,  24  -40  per  cent. 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  430 
Number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  occupiers  ....  272 

Estimated  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed  as  a 

result  of  treatments  by  the  Rodent  Officer  ....  ....  3,600 

Ten  per  cent  of  Frome  Urban  District  Council  sewers  were 


test  baited  in  accordance  with  L.A.  Circular,  N.S.13.  Nil  takes  were 
recorded  throughout. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  actual  survey  and  treatment  over 
500  notices  of  infestation  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  premises 
concerned.  Over  350  accounts  in  respect  of  treatments  were 
compiled  and  issued. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 

One  case  of  river  pollution  caused  by  the  discharge  of  crude 
sewage  from  a factory  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
The  existing  sanitary  accommodation  was  demolished  and  new 
accommodation  provided  in  an  upper  part  of  the  factory  and 
properly  drained  to  the  sewer. 

The  improvement  of  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  sewerage 
arrangements  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  improper  discharges 
of  sewage  direct  to  the  river  is  now  under  consideration. 


DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  where  necessary  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

(i)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  particulars  as  recorded  in 
the  registers  at  the  31st,  December,  1947. 

(a)  Number  of  registered  dairy  farms  : 11. 

(b)  Number  of  retailers  : 11. 

(c)  Number  of  producer-retailers  included  in  (b)  : 3. 

During  1947,  a total  of  41  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and 
cowsheds. 

(ii)  Graded  Milk 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1946. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Frome  Urban  District 
Council  and  in  force  on  the  31st  December,  1947,  were  as  follows  : — 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designa- 
tion “ Pasteurised  ” milk  : 1. 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
“ Pasteurised  ” milk  : 1. 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  : 1. 

There  are  4 producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  and  3 producers 
of  Accredited  milk  in  the  District. 

During  the  year  78  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited, 
Pasteurised  and  Heat  Treated  other  than  Pasteurised  milks  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  66  samples  conformed  to 
the  required  standard,  and  12  did  not. 

Of  44  examinations  of  empty  cleansed  milk  bottles,  35  con- 
formed to  the  required  standard  and  9 did  not. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD 
(i)  Meat  Inspection 

The  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  mainly  at  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Merchant’s  Barton.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  work  carried  out : — 


Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouse  .... 

202 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered 

....  13,127 

Bulls  

66 

Bullocks 

122 

Cows 

965 

Heifers 

365 

Calves  

....  7,300 

Sheep  

....  4259 

Pigs 

50 
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Carcases,  parts  of  carcases  and  organs  found  to  be  diseased  or 
unsound,  and  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Carcases  and  all  organs 

Beasts 

41 

Calves 

12 

Sheep 

6 

Pigs 

1 

Parts  of  carcases 

146 

7 

2 

— 

Heads  and  tongues  .... 

206 

13 

9 

4 

Lungs  and  hearts  

301 

17 

10 

4 

Livers 

319 

16 

423 

4 

Livers,  parts  of 

321 

— 

— 

— 

Stomachs  and  mesenteries  .... 

112 

15 

14 

4 

Total  weight  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
48,084  lbs. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS 

The  amount  of  Tuberculosis  met  with  is  indicated  in  the 
following  Table. 


Bovines 

Pigs 

Totals 

Portions  dealt  with 

Bovines  and  Pigs 

No. 

Weight 

lbs. 

No. 

Weight 

lbs. 

No. 

Weight 

lbs. 

Entire  carcase  and 
all  organs 

32 

18,153 

32 

18,153 

Hindquarters 

8 

1,040 

— 

— 

8 

1,040 

Forequarters 

24 

3,148 

— 

— 

24 

3,148 

Portions  of  meat  ... 

89 

761 

— 

— 

89 

761 

Heads  and  Tongues 

148 

4,699 

3 

45 

151 

4,744 

Lungs 

268 

2,629 

— 

268 

2,629 

Livers 

30 

451 

— 

— 

30 

451 

Stomachs  ... 

39 

1,003 

— 

— 

39 

1,003 

Mesenteries 

64 

1,694 

— 

— 

64 

1,694 

Plucks 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Totals 

703 

33,583 

3 

45 

706 

33,628 

(ii)  Other  Foods  Inspection 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  found 
.consumption  : — 

to  be  unfit  for  human 

Canned  Meat  

....  522  lbs. 

„ Fruit  and  Vegetables  .... 

....  430  „ 

„ Milk  

....  195  „ 

„ Fish  

....  514  „ 

„ Jam  

....  56  „ 

„ Soup  

....  8 „ 

„ Meat  Paste  

....  1 „ 
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Other  Foods  Inspection — {contd.) 

Cheese  

Dates  

Prunes 

Figs  

Flour  

Potatoes  

Swedes  

Fish  

Bacon 
Biscuits  .... 

Margarine  

Macaroni  

Soya 


3 lbs. 
60 

118  „ 
30  „ 
75  „ 
36  „ 
112  „ 
722  „ 
184  „ 
132  „ 
54  „ 
112  „ 
11  „ 


Total  quantity  of  food  other  than  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : 3,375  lbs. 

A total  of  71  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year. 

(hi)  Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  there  were  7 retailers  and  5 manufacturers  of 
ice  cream.  10  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
3 could  be  classed  as  satisfactory  and  7 unsatisfactory. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  on  the 
31st  December,  1947,  was  64.  During  the  year  a total  of  12  visits 
were  made  to  factories  as  a result  of  which  2 informal  notices  were 
served  requiring  the  remedy  of  defects.  One  of  these  notices  was 
complied  with. 

The  number  of  outworkers  contained  in  the  August  lists  was 
40,  all  of  which  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
No  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  outworkers  premises. 
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FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  1947  10,240 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,338 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3 -06 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £160 

9 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1947  ^^39,080 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625 


Preb.  K.  C.  Jackson 


Preb.  K.  C.  Jackson 

H.  L.  Burt,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 
C.  Meat  & Foods  I.,  C.S.I.E.B. 
(Bond.) 


39 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


•outward  transfers,  total  198. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

85 

101 

186 

Illegitimate  

7 

5 

12 

92 

106 

198 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ....  

— 

*2 

2 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 



3 

3 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population. 


mid  1947 

19 

•34 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .... 

14 

•93 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  .... 

12 

•01 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  

35 

•35 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  .... 

37 

•63 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  

Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  

12 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .... 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  

Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  123,  64  males  and  59  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph.  and  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

— 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

3 

4 

7 

Diabetes  ....  

— 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

6 

3 

9 

Heart  disease  s.... 

23 

24 

47 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .... 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ,... 

3 

3 

6 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

3 

3 

6 

Nephritis... 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth  

1 

2 

3 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  causes 

8 

5 

13 

1 

64 

59 

123 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  7 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 males 
and  5 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  5 1 — 4 weeks  ....  2 

1 — 6 months  ....  Nil  6 — 12  months  ....  Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

a 

Small  pox 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  

2 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ....  

116 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— . 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

6 

— 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Er}^sipelas 

— 

— 

— 

* 

147 

4 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  4 male 
and  3 female.  Two  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 


notified,  1 male  and  1 female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 

Respiratory  ....  ....  ....  7 2 

Non -respiratory  ....  ....  2 Nil 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

District  Council  Water  Supplies  (Springs) 

The  following  villages  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  own  springs  : — 

Coleford,  Buckland  Dinham,  Leigh-on-Mendip,  Norton 
St.  Philip,  Rode,  Beckington,  Standerwick,  Nunney,  Wanstrow 
and  Mells. 

The  following  areas  are  supplied  by  the  Council  from  bulk 
supplies  of  adjacent  authorities  : — 

Rodden,  Oldford,  Spring  Gardens,  Marston  Back  Lane, 
Clink  and  the  Mount.  Extensions  from  the  Frome  Urban 
District  Council’s  mains. 

Upper  and  Lower  Vobster  and  Hoare’s  Lane.  Extensions 
from  Norton-Radstock  U.D.C.  mains. 

Kilmersdon  Common.  Extensions  from  the  Shepton 
Mallet  R.D.C.  mains. 

Village  pump  supplies  ; — 

Faulkland,  Laverton,  Upton  Noble,  Rudge  and  Tyther- 
ington. 

Private  Supplies 

The  following  villages  obtain  their  supplies  from  private 
systems  ; — 

Berkley,  Elm,  Farleigh  Hungerford,  Tellisford,  Hemington, 
Lullington,  Witham  Friary,  Wolverton. 

The  village  of  Kilmersdon  is  supplied  by  private  agreement 
from  the  mains  of  the  Norton-Radstock  U.D.C. 

The  following  refers  to  the  principal  water  supplies  : — 

t 

Coleford.  The  yield  of  the  spring  diminished  considerably  during 
the  prolonged  drought,  and  many  parts  of  the  village  were 
without  a supply.  In  order  to  meet  requirements,  lorries  were 
commissioned  to  haul  water  from  Norton  St.  Philip  and  this 
was  distributed  for  domestic  purposes. 

Work  has  commenced  upon  the  building  of  a secondary 
reservoir  together  with  addit  chambers,  for  the  reception  of  a 
subsidiary  spring  to  augment  the  existing  supply. 
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Buckland  Dinham.  An  adequate  supply  has  been  maintained 

Leigh-on-Mendip.  The  diminution  of  these  springs  was  most 
severe  and  to  ease  matters  it  was  reluctantly  decided  to  forbid 
use  of  water  for  industrial  purposes.  Despite  this  action  the 
amount  available  for  householders  was  inadequate  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  twenty  council  houses  are  nearing  completion 
it  has  been  decided  to  investigate  fully  the  question  of 
supplementing  the  springs. 

Norton  St.  Philip,  Rode,  Etc.  This  supply  has  been  adequate  to 
meet  all  demands,  and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  rest  level 
in  the  boreholes  remain  unchanged.  Well  sinking  operations  are 
in  progress  but  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  determine  what  quantity 
of  water  will  be  available.  Many  more  services,  particularly  to 
farms,  have  been  laid  from  this  supply  during  the  year. 

Mells.  This  supply  was  sufficient  for  normal  needs  except  for 
shortage  of  water  to  a few  houses  nearer  Chantry,  which  are 
situated  at  a higher  level  than  the  main  village. 

Nunney.  The  spring  yield  to  this  supply  has  remained  constant 
but  the  demand  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
quantity  consumed  during  the  time  of  drought  equals  the 
supply  and  necessitates  constant  supervision  of  mains  for  the 
detection  of  leakages.  Owing  to  the  engineering  difficulties  it 
is  not  possible  to  execute  works  of  repair  to  this  system  without 
turning  off  the  supply  to  the  village,  and  as  the  mains  which 
extend  for  five  miles  were  laid  many  years  ago,  temporary 
inconvenience  has  been  caused  to  householders. 

Wanstrow.  The  prolonged  drought  has  had  a marked  effect  upon 
the  yield  of  these  springs  and  the  practice  of  turning  off  certain 
lengths  of  main  had  to  be  resorted  to.  In  spite  of  this  and  other 
precautions  which  were  taken,  a few  houses  sited  at  a higher 
level  were  without  water. 

General.  A joint  scheme  has  been  instituted  between  Frome 
R.D.C.  and  Shepton  Mallet  R.D.C.  for  the  harnessing  of  water 
from  sources  in  the  Stoke  Lane  area.  It  is  hoped  that  when 
these  proposals  materialize  and  the  new  source  at  Norton  St. 
Philip  has  been  developed  sufficient  water  will  be  available  to 
meet  requirements  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Fortnightly  collections  of  house  refuse  are  being  made  over 
the  whole  area  with  the  exception  of  Coleford  where  refuse  is  being 
collected  weekly. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Cases  of  infestation  at  dwelling  houses  have  been  dealt  with  as 
they  have  arisen.  Where  infestations  have  been  observed  at  farm 
premises,  information  has  been  passed  to  the  Pests  Officer  of  the 
War  Agricultural  Committee. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Informal  action  has  been  taken  where  necessary  at  farms  and 
dairies.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  72  accredited  and  36 
tuberculin  tested  producers  on  the  register. 


Number  of  Producers  on  Register  397 

Number  of  Distributors  ....  ....  ....  ....  101 

(a)  Distributors  only  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  Producers  ....  ....  98 

Licensed  plant  : 

Pasteurising  Nil 

Heat  treatment ....  ....  ....  Nil 


Milk  samples  from  accredited  herds  for  examination  for 
tubercle  bacillus  have  been  taken  as  required  by  the  County  Council. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

All  food  premises  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and 
advice  given  to  staffs.  Instructions  have  been  issued  regarding 
storing  of  foodstuffs.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned 
.and  destroyed. 

90  lbs.  Dried  Peaches 
10  „ Bacon 
19  „ Dried  Egg  Powder 
94  ,,  Pearl  Barley 
18  tins  of  Fruit 
14  „ ,,  Vegetables 

30  ,,  ,,  Milk 

17  ,,  ,,  Meat 

14  stone  of  Kippers 


FACTORY  ACTS 

During  the  year  all  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected 
and  appropriate  action  taken  where  necessary  to  conform  with  the 
provisions  of  Parts  I and  VIII  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  6 houses  were  built  by  private  owners.  The 
work  of  erecting  the  46  council  houses  is  progressing  favourably. 
Two  premises  have  been  requisitioned  and  made  suitable  for 
occupation.  Squatters  have  entered  Marston  Park  and  installed 
themselves  in  the  various  huts  and  the  work  of  laying  in  water 
supplies  to  the  23  occupied  huts  has  been  completed. 
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